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SYNOPSIS:
Young student Vikram Desai (Ashutosh Gowariker) arrives in San Francisco from Bombay, hoping to study engineering at UC Berkeley. Stranded by his host family’s unexpected relocation, he finds himself with little money and uncertain plans for college. Undaunted, Vikram decides he wants to stay in America. In order to conserve his money he gets a room and a job in a seedy transient hotel, which turns out to be run by a clever and formidable Indian immigrant, Mrs. Shah (Pearl Padamsee).

Vikram is mesmerized by the bizarre, colorful, and materialistic world of modern America. The freedom he has seen in American movies draws Vikram to a local theater specializing in horror flicks, where he meets Sue, an attractive teenager with dreams and an offbeat view of life. Through her, he discovers the subterranean side of the city’s music scene. And through him, she learns about Hindi films, which she considers alien – and therefore delightful.

When Vikram’s application to Berkeley is rejected, the Department of Immigration plans to deport him. Confused and pressured, he hatches a crazy scheme: he proposes marriage to Sue, the only American woman he knows. She finds the idea absurd until, in desperation, Vikram offers to pay her $5,000. When she asks him for the money, he jokingly suggests that he steal something – on the condition that she go along with him on the caper. She readily agrees. Inexperienced and awkward, they bungle the job, narrowly escaping arrest. Their tension and relief draw the two closer. Vikram faces the fact he’ll be deported immediately, but Sue surprises him with an impulsive solution.

Production Notes

David Rathod gained exposure to diverse cultures and the world of filmmaking at an early age. Born in Chicago in 1952 to an American painter and a Bombay filmmaker, Rathod lived in India during his early years. He studied filmmaking at Southern Illinois University in the early 1970s, then took a break to work in the thriving Indian film industry. During that period, Rathod served as an apprentice to the distinguished Bengali directors Mrinal Sen and Satyajit Ray. 

Rathod moved to San Francisco in 1976, Rathod edited documentary and industrial films and also wrote, produced, directed and edited two short dramatic films, Distant Traveler and Henry’s River.

On forming Rathod Productions in 1984 with his wife, Cristi Janaki Rathod, he has directed numerous commercials as well as award-winning rock videos for major recording artists including Huey Lewis and the News, Eddie Money and the Bangles. In 1988, he directed The Patels of San Francisco, a documentary for public television station KQED on the Patels, the Indian family that owns and runs most of the motels and hotels in Northern California. He continues today making films and music videos in San Francisco.

Cristi Janaki Rathod has worked as equipment development coordinator on such blockbuster films as Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, Return of the Jedi, Star Trek II, E.T., Raiders of the Los Ark and Poltergeist.

Her technical interests in filmmaking developed when she studied electro-mechanical engineering and was subsequently hired by the special effects division of Lucasfilm Ltd. As a partner in Rathod Productions, she has produced and art-directed all of their various projects, including commercials and rock videos.

Born and raised in San Francisco, she majored in Asian Studies at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, and also spent several years studying Indian classical vocal music, both in California with Ali Akbar Khan and in India.

Director of Photography Christopher Tufty has worked in the film industry since 1975 on feature films, rock videos and commercials. Tufty spent his childhood in Bombay, where his father was a diplomat.

Sound recordist and mixer Andy Wiskes, a Bay Area resident, has also worked with the Rathods on many projects. His production and post production credits include The Right Stuff, Where the River Runs Black and Who Framed Roger Rabbit.
Musician composers Sheila Chandra and Jai Uttal don’t work together, but their compositions featured in the film represent the fusion of both Indian and Western styles of music. Chandra has recorded many albums including some for her own label, Indipop as well as Virgin Records. Utall spent many years in India studying vocal and instrumental music. Combining this with his training and experience in jazz, rock and modern classical forms, he has created a music that brings together many cultures and elements. Jai performs his music on electric guitar, voice and a variety of Indian classical and folk instruments.

Pearl Padamsee (Mrs. Shah) is Bombay’s noted avant-garde stage director. Her fist exposure to Western audiences came through her leading role with Trevor Howard and Celia Johnson in the epilogue to the Raj Quartet entitled “Staying On.” 

Ashutosh Gowariker (Vikram) made his first appearance in an American film with West is West. Since then he has become a star of the Indian cinema and an important director in the Bollywood industry.

Heidi Carpenter (Sue) studied at the American Conservatory Theater in San Francisco. She is currently an actress living in Hollywood.

©1992 David Rathod.

Milestone was started in 1990 by Amy Heller and Dennis Doros to bring out the best films of yesterday and today. The company’s new releases have included the films of artist Eleanor Antin, the art documentaries of filmmaker Philip Haas, Wim Wenders’ Notebook on Cities and Clothes, Bae Yong-kyun’s Why Has Bodhi-Dharma Left for the East, Luc Besson’s Atlantis, Yoichi Higashi’s Village of Dreams, and Hirokazu Kore-eda’s Maborosi. For 1998, Milestone will be releasing the Venice Golden Lion winner by Takeshi Kitano, Fireworks (Hana-bi).

Milestone’s re-releases have included restored versions of Luchino Visconti’s Rocco and his Brothers, F. W. Murnau’s Tabu and The Last Laugh, Merian C. Cooper and Ernest B. Schoedsack’s Grass and Chang, Michelangelo Antonioni’s Red Desert, as wekk as Hiroshi Teshigahara’s Woman in the Dunes and Antonio Gaudi. Milestone has also recently contracted with the Mary Pickford Foundation on a long-term project to preserve, re-score and release the best films of the legendary silent screen star.

Milestone is also known for rediscovering, acquiring, restoring and distributing unknown “classics” that have never been available in the US and Canada. These include Pier Paolo Pasolini’s Mamma Roma, Alfred Hitchcock’s “lost” propaganda films, Bon Voyage and Aventure Malgache, Early Russian Cinema (a series of twenty-eight films from Czarist Russia from 1908–1919), Mikhail Kalatozov’s astonishing I am Cuba and Jane Campion’s Two Friends. The two new discoveries for 1998 are Kevin Brownlow’s feature films, It Happened Here (1964) and Winstanley (1975). Widely known for his film writings (The Parade’s Gone By), his restorations (Napoleon) and his documentaries (The Unknown Chaplin), Brownlow’s own “lost” films will have their first wide distribution in celebration of his 60th birthday.

Milestone received a Special Archival Award in 1995 from the National Society of Film Critics for its restoration and release of I am Cuba. Five of its preserved films — Tabu, Clarence Brown and Maurice Tourneur’s The Last of the Mohicans, Winsor McCay’s Gertie the Dinosaur, Mary Pickford’s Poor Little Rich Girl and Grass — are listed on the Library of Congress’s National Film Registry. In 1999, Milestone was chosen as the “Independent Film Distributor of the Year” by the LA Weekly.

